HHRM Newsletter

September 2019
Upcoming Events
Baby Blessings at Huntington Assembly 9/17
ESL CLASSES RESUME 9/16
Fall Boutique Set Up- 11-3pm Sept. 25-27
Fall Boutique Fundraiser October 3-5th 10-4pm
3rd Annual Fall Founders’ Tea Luncheon at

Helping Hand Rescue Mission
@HelpingHandLI
(631) 351-6996
225 Broadway Huntington Station NY 11746
www.helpinghandsrescuemission.org
Open Tues.-Fri. 10AM-4PM and Sat.10AM -1PM.
Donation days are Wed., Fri., and Sat. during hours.

Huntington Assembly- tickets are available on our
website, at the Mission or by mail.
Additional opportunities to volunteer can be found
on our website. Click the link for “Meet The Need”.
www.helpinghandsrescuemission.org

467 Backpacks? WOW!
It was the day before school started this year. I stood honestly feeling a little disappointed as
another family came through the door with three small, school aged children. You see, I
knew that we had given out the very last backpacks that we had received and purchased
after distributing 464 this season. 324 were given at our Annual Backpack Distribution, we
shared with two other outreaches and helped with some last minute referrals from social
workers, teachers and local agencies for a total of 464. There were A LOT of backpacks
and school supplies coming and going through our doors. It was such a wonderful and
exciting season. God truly blessed.

Three beautiful girls
who were blessed
with clothing and
toys at our
Community Closet
this past month.

We had far exceeded our beginning goal of 400 and had purchased additional backpacks to
meet all of the needs, but at that moment, with those three adorable little kids standing
behind their mom, I knew that we did not have backpacks for their ages and grades and I
don’t like to tell people that we can’t help them, especially children. We are here to help
with our community’s needs and do our best to make it happen but you can’t give what you
don’t have. “God, please don’t let them need backpacks.” I prayed in my head, smiled and
said, “Hi. How may I help you?” “My kids need backpacks and school supplies.” She
presented a letter from a social worker asking for assistance. They were new residents of a
nearby shelter and had experienced a rough turn of life events. Trust me, backpacks were
the least of their concern over the past few weeks. Their story was sad and they were trying
to get things together so the kids could start school on time. I couldn’t say no to them.

#loveservegive
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“I’m sorry, I don’t have backpacks for their ages at this time but we will get them for you.

Our Other
Outreaches and
Services
-

Community Closet/Pantry
Baby Blessings (monthly)
Happy Day Kids’ Outreach
Weekly Community
Lunches
Prayer and Encouragement
Food Drives & Clothing
Outreaches
Public Speaking
Engagements

Let me take your information and I will call you when we have them.” I told the mom as I
pulled out a registration form. Two middle schoolers and one elementary student. O.K. I
would go out and get the backpacks so the kids would have them for school the next day.
The mom was very happy.
A volunteer invited her into our Community Closet room to look for clothes for the children
and the kids were excited to sit and read in our new “Book Nook” a new Girl Scout project
that had just been delivered the day before. (It provides a cute little space for kids to relax,
read and play while their parents find what they need.)
I made a list of the needed backpacks and headed out the door to get them and a few more
to have on hand. It was a busy mid-afternoon at the mission and I really didn’t have time at
that moment to go to the store but I knew that these kids needed them for school the next
day. I was almost to my car and a lady pulled into the parking lot and said, “Hey Kim.”
“Hello.” I said. “I’ve been driving around with these backpacks in my car, meaning to drop

Monthly Mission
Partners
Please consider making a monthly
donation to our mission as a
Monthly Mission Partner!
The work and ministry we do takes
finances to accomplish. We are
grateful to everyone who gives to
make this mission possible. We have
much work to do and appreciate all
the help we receive from donors like
you.
Please enclose your donation made
out to Helping Hand Rescue
Mission in the provided envelope or
go to our website
(www.helpinghandrescuemission.or
g) to donate or set up a recurring
gift.
Thank you!

them off. I know it’s after the event but maybe you can still use them?” She popped the
back hatch and there they were. The exact backpacks on my shopping list, middle school
boy and girl and elementary girl. Wow! “Yes, we can. Right now.” And I told her about the
3 kids inside and that I was headed out to get more backpacks. We both laughed and I said,
“I call these Mission Miracle.” To some it’s a coincidence. To me it’s God providing in a
special way at just the perfect time. She was so happy that she had stopped by.
I hurried back inside with the backpacks, told the mom what had happened and that if she
would give us a few minutes we would fill them with the supplies the kids needed. I shared
with her how God provides in such special ways.
We were able to meet the needs of these children and a few more who came our way.
Those kids were so happy and thankful as they walked away with their new backpacks and
supplies. We prayed a prayer of blessing together for a wonderful new year and a fresh start
for this family. They were encouraged, uplifted and left a lot happier than they came.
It’s always so exciting to see how God will provide next!

THANK YOU TO ALL OUR “FIRST DAY OUTFIT” DONORS
An unexpected blessing was being able share 325
brand new First Day of School outfits with many
of our students. Thank you Allison & June Von
Vange for organizing this and to everyone who
helped it all to come together! Great job!
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Our Mission News
Dear Family, Friends & Mission Partners…
My calendar says September 9th and I can’t believe it! Thanksgiving is just 2 months away, Christmas only 3! We just
finished our summer season and as I reflect on the photos through the summer I am amazed at all the people who came in
and out of our mission doors both to receive and to give. To me that is just beautiful! Thank you to everyone who helped
in every way. We could not have had such a beautiful summer season without everyone working together.
Mrs. Blair, a longtime local neighbor who is over 80 years old faithfully brought her organic garden vegetables to us
almost each week as did about 8 other local gardeners. We also received from the Gateway Community Garden, a local
co-op. Families loved receiving fresh produce especially at time when supermarket prices have risen and quality has
decreased. Good nutrition is so important and fresh veggies are so delicious and healthy!
We started our fall Saturday Happy Day Kids program back up this past weekend. The kids were so happy to come to the
mission. “Do we get to come back tomorrow?” one little eight year old boy asked? “No, not tomorrow.” I answered. “The
next day?” I chuckled. I would really love it if they could come more often. We provide a place of security, love and
encouragement for these beautiful children and a place where they can hear that there is a Father in heaven who loves
them and cares about them, their families and their needs. We get to show His love by helping to provide for those needs.
Isn’t that an amazing opportunity? The remaining months of 2019 are going to be wonderful. I believe that so much.
There’s a lot of ground to cover and a lot of things that need to happen before we can provide Thanksgiving this year for
approximately 500 local families. There are food and coat drives, donations to solicit, planning, preparation, packing and
our regular operating hours and activities. We anticipate a great need this year and we are trusting God to help us to have
the most amazing holiday season ever as He provides and people come and work together to help others.
Thank you for being a wonderful part of our story at HHRM. We are able to continue this mission of love and service
because you support us in many different ways and we are so grateful. Each week children, families and people come to
the mission expecting to receive and we are grateful to help to meet so many needs. This work would not be possible
without your help. I’m looking forward to all that God has in store for the Mission and our partnership!
Serving together!
I pray that out of his glorious riches He may strengthen you with power
through his Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ may dwell in your
hearts through faith. And I pray that you, being rooted and established in
love.
Ephesians 3:16-17 NIV

Macaroni & Cheese, Pasta Sides, Tomato Sauce & Tomato Products, Rice & Rice
Sides, Canned Tuna & Chicken, Shelf Stable Milk Products, Chef Boyardee, Dry
Beans, Canned Soups, Jelly, Canned Fruit, Snacks, Hygiene Items
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Helping Hand Rescue Mission
@HelpingHandLI
(631) 351-6996
225 Broadway St., Huntington Sta. NY 11746
www.helpinghandsrescuemission.org
Open Tues.-Fri. 10AM-4PM and Sat.10AM -PM.
Donation days are Wed., Fri., and Sat. during hours.

“Motivation gets us started.
Commitment keeps us going!”

Helping Hand Rescue Mission, Inc.
P.O. Box 325
225 Broadway St.
Huntington Station NY, 11746

Being committed to the people that we serve and
to our faith in God is everything. We’re so
grateful you’re supporting our mission, whether
it’s by praying, volunteering, donating, coming to
our events, or even just reading our newsletter!
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Fall Founders’ Tea Info
We are so excited about our 3rd Annual Fall Founders’ Tea Luncheon!!!
We began having this special event in 2017 to take time to remember our beloved
founders, to recognize special people who have helped to make our work possible in
special ways, to share time together with people who support and want to know more
about our Mission and to thank God for His work here.
You can anticipate an inspiring afternoon, a beautiful fall theme, delicious food, special
music by our very own Andrew Gambino, a gifted saxophonist, quality raffles and an
opportunity to meet some great people. Some have made lasting friendships at our
past events. We hope to see you there! Tickets are available on our website
www.helpinghandsrescuemission.org or at Helping Hand Rescue Mission during hours.
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